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http://damsafety.org/media/documents/owner%20documents/START.htm 

The purpose of the Dam Owner 

Inspection Toolkit is to make it 

easier and less intimidating for a 

dam owner to perform dam 

inspections. 

 
The web site below has information on 

dams and their inspection. 



Why should you make dam 

inspections?  

Repair and Maintenance Planning  

Liability (standard of care) 

 Legal requirement for high 

hazard dams 



Without an 

inspection, this 

broken 

connection, in 

a manhole, 

would probably 

not have been 

discovered. 



The grass growth on this slope 

obscured this slide from the top 

and bottom of the slope. 



Known concerns can be monitored 

with a planned approach. 



Existing monitoring sites can be 

measured and summarized. 



Periodic inspections allow … 

The discovery or documentation 

of potential problems 

The prioritization of necessary 

repairs and modifications 

Documentation of repairs and 

improvements  



All dams 

have 

downstream 

hazards 

which make 

standard of 

care for a 

dam critical.  



High Hazard Dams require inspections 

every year – which 4 of 5 years can be 

done by the dam owner. 



Dam Owner’s Inspection Toolkit 

A convenient carry along binder 

with the tools for an inspection 

record 

Support videos and documents to 

improve dam inspection skills 



The Toolkit binder 



A conveniently 

sized inspection 

report form 

The report is 

available 

electronically so 

that reporting 

and record 

keeping is easier 



Pages for notes and diagrams 



The Pocket Safety Guide 



Description, Sketch & Photo of Dam Feature 



Additional Dam Inspection 

Assistance 

Dam Owners’ Training Workshops 

Your Dam Inspection/Safety 

Engineer 

DNRC Regional Office Engineers 





Summary 

Dam inspections are important 

because … 

They are a repair & maintenance 

planning tool 

They are part of a standard of care 

that can reduce liability 

For High Hazard dam owners, they 

are a requirement 



Summary (cont.) 

Dam inspections may be made 

easier by … 

Using the Dam Owner Inspection 

Toolkit, including the videos 

Working with your engineer or the 

DNRC Regional Office engineer 

Attending a Dam Owners’ Workshop 



Thank you for 

your attendance. 

 

What questions 

do you have? 

 


