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Montana Requirements

• MCA 85-15-212(1)(c) 
• Reservoir operation procedure

• Maintenance procedure

• Emergency procedure and warning plan

• ARM 36.14.406

• Operation Plan

Source: DNRC - 2022-03-03-State-Permitted-Dams.jpg (10983×7892)



EAP Key Features

• Essential Information 
• EAP Response Process

• Incident Detection

• Notification and Communication

• Emergency Actions

• Termination and Follow up
• Preparedness



EAP Response Process

• Incident Detection, Evaluation, and 
Emergency Level Determination

Source: Montana DNRC EAP Template (2026) 



EAP Response Process

• Notification and Communication 
• f (Emergency Level Determination)
• Call Prioritization
• Critical Contacts

Source: FEMA - Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety



EAP Response Process
• Emergency Actions
• Termination and Follow up

Source: Dam-Owner-Emergency-Intervention-Toolbox-20161.pdf



Inundation Maps

• Critical Information
• Hydraulic Modeling and Map 

Development Source: FEMA - Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety

Source: CDA – Technical Bulletin (V8.01) Source: CDA – Technical Bulletin (V8.01) 



EAP Templates

• FEMA
• DNRC
• State Regulatory Agencies

Source: FEMA - Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety

Source: Montana DNRC EAP Template (2026) 



Tabletop Exercises

• Identify Critical Attendees
• Schedule TTX (in-person)
• Identify Facilitator & Notetaker
• Confirm Roles and Responsibilities
• Confirm Communication Protocols
• Conduct Mock Exercise
• Distribute Report/Minutes
• Modify EAP Accordingly

Source: FEMA - Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety



Summary

• Allow for Engineering Judgement in Emergency Level 
Determinations

• Ensure NWS Inclusion

• Include Critical Flood Severity Information on Inundation Maps

• Utilize Appropriate DBA Programs for Inundation Mapping

• Ensure Critical Attendees are Present at all TTX

• Coordinate with International Emergency Response Agencies Early

Source: Source: 
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